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Course Outline 
US History – American History 

Settlement  
Section 1: The First People  
Section 2: European Motivation  
Section 3: Forced Encounter  
Section 4: English Colonization  
Section 5: Spanish and French Colonization  
Section 6: Cultural Confrontations  
Section 7: African Slavery in the Colonies  
Section 8: French and Indian War 

 
Independence  

Section 1: Roots of Independence  
Section 2: Independence  
Section 3: Forming a Confederation of States  
Section 4: The Constitution of the United States  
Section 5: Establishing a New Nation  
Section 6: Growth of Politics  
Section 7: Jefferson and Western Expansion  
Section 8: The United States Goes to War With Britain 

 
Expansion and Division  

Section 1: The Industrial and Transportations Revolutions  
Section 2: Nationalism and Sectionalism  
Section 3: The Jackson Era  
Section 4: Age of Reform  
Section 5: The Slave System  
Section 6: Abolition  
Section 7: Manifest Destiny  
Section 8: Northern and Southern Society  
Section 9: Conflict and Compromise  
Section 10: Moving Toward War 

 
Civil War  

Section 1: A Nation Divided War 
Section 2: Battles in the East 
Section 3: Battles in the West 



Section 4: Union Victory 
Section 5: The Human Price of Civil War 

 
America Rising, 1865-1920  

Section 1: Political History  
Section 2: Popular History  
Section 3: History of Multicultural Peoples – Blacks in the South  
Section 4: Military and Diplomatic History – Indian Wars and Imperialism  
Section 5: Economic History  

 
Boom, Depression, and War, 1920-1945  

Section 1: Political History – Great Depression  
Section 2: Popular History  
Section 3: History of Multicultural Peoples  
Section 4: Military and Diplomatic History – World War II  
Section 5: Economic History 

 
Superpower, 1945-1960  

Section 1: Political History 
Section 2: Popular History 
Section 3: History of Multicultural Peoples 
Section 4: Military and Diplomatic History 
Section 5: Economic History 
 

Fall From Grace, 1960-1974  
Section 1: Political History 
Section 2: Popular History 
Section 3: History of Multicultural Peoples 
Section 4: Military and Diplomatic History 
Section 5: Economic History 
 

1974 – Present 
Section 1: Gerald Ford (Economic Crisis in America, Environmentalism, 

Helsinki Accords) 
Section 2: Jimmy Carter (Oil Crisis, Civil Rights, Human Rights, Panama 

Canal, Crisis in the Middle East, Iran Hostage Crisis) 
Section 3: Ronald Reagan (Reaganomics, Supreme Court Appointments, 

Immigration, Abortion, Drugs, Iran-Contra Affair) 
Section 4: George H.W. Bush (Education, Poverty, Equal Rights, Gay 

Rights, Panama, Persian Gulf) 
Section 5: William Jefferson Clinton (Healthcare, Campaign Finance 

Reform, Welfare Reform, The Balkans, NAFTA, Collapse of 
Communism) 

Section 6: George W. Bush (Corporate Scandals, Tax Cuts, Crime and 
Terrorism) 

 
 
  


