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Participation in Government CR  
 
Credit Recovery - Make Up Courses 

A diagnostic driven credit recovery course is designed to give an expanded 

opportunity for students who did not succeed the first time in the course. 

Students are given the opportunity in each learning unit to demonstrate their 

knowledge in that area of study. If they demonstrate competency in their unit 

assessment they will be presented with the following unit. If they do not 

demonstrate competency then they are required to do the entire unit. 

 

Requirement: For a student to take a credit recovery course, they must have 

already taken the class unsuccessfully and have the appropriate seat time. 

 
Course Description: 
This course uses the perspective of political institutions to explore government 
history, organization, and functions. Students encounter the political culture of 
our country from the Declaration of Independence to the present day, gaining 
insight into the challenges faced by presidents, members of Congress, and 
other political participants. The course also covers the roles of political parties, 
interest groups, the media, and the Supreme Court. Students learn to use 
primary historical documents as evidence in evaluating past events and 
government functions. 
 
Prerequisites: None 
Course Length: One semester 
Required Text: None 
 

Course Outline:  
Unit 1: Principles of Government  

 The Purpose and Origins of Government  

 Power and Government  

 Types of Government 
 
Unit 2: Constitutional Underpinnings  

 Origins of American Government  

 Creating and Ratifying the Constitution  



 The Constitution  

 Federalism 
 
Unit 3: Institutions of Government  

 The National Government  

 Congress  

 The Presidency  

 The Executive Branch and the Bureaucracy  

 The Judicial Branch 
Unit 4: Political Beliefs and Behaviors  

 Political Participation  

 Political Opinions  

 America’s Political Landscape 
 
Unit 5: Linkage Institutions  

 Political Parties  

 Elections and Campaigns  

 Interest Groups  

 The Media  
  
Unit 6: The Art of Policymaking  

 Understanding Policymaking  

 Policy Realms  

 Policymaking at the State and Local Levels 
 
Unit 7: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights  

 American Rights  

 First Amendment Liberties  

 Privacy Rights and Rights of Due Process  

 Rights for Minorities and Women  
 

 


